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“FEAR NOT ; FOR BEUOLD,I BRING YOU GOOD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY, WHICH SHALL BE TO ALL PEOPLE.” 





ON THE ATTRIBUTES OF GOD, AS DEMONSTRATED 
FROM REASON. 
(Concluded.) 

God is the only beingin the universe who ts 
just; because he is the only being in the uni- 
verse who is good and merciful. It would be 
a gross absurdity to describe a being of any 
grade whatever, as being wise, and just and| 
good, and at the same time deficient in mercy. | 
is it wise to be merciful? if so, it must be be-| 
cause it is just; and it cannot be just, except it| 
be good. If wesay a being is good, we imply | 
every thing else. He must be almighty in| 
power, to resist temptation. Ile must be infi- 
nite in mercy, or justice, or goodness, or he | 
would use that power to the injury of his infe- | 
riors. He must be the Creator and owner of | 
all things, or he would be under obligations to | 
others, for the possession of that, which did not| 
belong to him. In fine, he must be almighty | 
in power, unerring in wisdom, and unbounded 
n goodness. ‘Therefore, there is no power 
but is derived from him. And the wisdom and, 
goodness, which exists in a measure in finite! 


heings, is but an emanation from his fulness. 


| 


Umighty Power will remedy finite evils, | 
The first qnere which occurs to the mind ts, | 
whether God ts able; the sccond, whether he 
swillieg; if he is both able and willing, will 
ue not Jo it? Who shall hinder? If we were 
‘o turn to the scriptures to learn the will of 
God, we think the task would be easy, and the 
proofs conclusive. We shall do this at another 
pportaaity. Che evidences drawn ‘rom reason 
ond nature, if not conclusive, may prepare the 
mind for the direct evidence of God himself. 
The union of the three, reason, nature, and 
vevelation,must be considered by every person, 
whose senses are not deranged by prejudice 
ind error, as perfectly irresistible. The ideas 
which men form of justice, or goodness, are 
correct in proportion as they are borrowed 
from the divine economy; whether the book 
of nature or revelation is consulted; and 
only in proportion as they are governed by 
their reason, in etther case. It must be evi- 
dent, at first sight, that justice and reason are 
convertible terms, for that cannot be reasona- 
ble which is unjust; or just which is unrea- 
sonable. And as God gave us our reason as a 
guide, it would be absurd to suppose that he 
gave us for a criterion, the reverse of every 
thing which could promote our welfare. There 
cannot, in the nature of things, be two kinds of 
justice, or mercy, or goodness. It may differ 
in quantity, but two things that differ in quality, 
cannot be alike. It is impossible—this is a_ 
rule that can never fail. We may mistake the 
rule, we may err in iis application, and our 
mistakes and errors will be found, upon a close 
examination, to proceed from our passions, our 
prejudices, or our ignorance, the consequence 
of both. Passion is the root, prejudice the 
branch, and ignorance the fruit, 
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The truth of these premises is proved by|that reason which emanated from the eternal 
the common occurrences of life. The thousand fountain and source of life, and light, and love 
disputes and contentions in the world, relative | If there is any man who doubts, or disbelieves 
to the disposing of property; and the interest-|these eternal truths, to such a ene I would 
ed views of those concerned; their lax inter-|say; If you deny this, you must either believe 


ples of justice; and their zeal in exacting it of 
others; speaks a language too plain to be mis- 
understood, even by those, who have learned | 
only the first lesson in the school of reason, | 
or read the first page in the volume of nature. | 
* Do as you would be done by;” is the lan- 
guage of reason, of nature, and of justice or 
revelation. It isa criterion infallible in its 
nature; universal in its application; and eter- 
nal in its duration. There is implanted in the 
breast of every intelligent creature, a desire 
for happiness, and if every one desired the hap- | 
piness of the other, every ove would comply 
with the first and strongest demand of reason,! 
of nature, and of nature’s God. This is the) 
very essence of justice. It is the offspring of} 








‘heaven; the child of God; the heir to eterni-; ternative but submission. 


ty. The reverse of this, is the very essence} 
of injustice. It is the offspring of hell; the| 
child of the devil; the heir to destruction. 
This principle is, in ethics, what an universal! 
menstruum would be in chemistry. It will) 
never fail to produce a solution. It will dis- 
solve doubts, and make that certain, which, 
without its application, would be dark, ob- 
scure and doubtful. There is not one attri- 
bute, or property which the human mind can | 
conceive of as belonging to God, which is not} 
in perfect unison with this principle. And if 
any principle of action is attributed to Deity, 
incompatible with this eternal principle of 
reason, of nature and of justice, we are bound, 
by every principle of reason, nature and 
justice, to reject it with abhorrence. Reader, 
lay aside all passion, prejudice and unbelief; 
and calmly and deliberately consider, before 
you condemn. Remember that you are in-| 
terested in the truth of the following result, ! 
which is founded on the union, connexion and | 
agreement of every truth in reason, in nature, 
and in justice, or revelation. Namely, God 
the Creator will do to man, the created, that 
which he the Creator would be willing to | 
have done to him, were he in the place of | 
man, the created.* This is the foundation of 
every hope; it is the corner stone in the fa-, 
bric of reason, of justice, and of common 
sense. Destroy this, and you introduce anar- 
chy, confusion and despair. 

‘These are the deductions of reason: of 














* if any man objects to the phraseology of this para- 
graph, he is reques.ed to make his comments on the 
following. 

Psalm xevi. 13—He shall judge the world with 
righteousness. Matthew vii chap. 11th and 12th verses 
If ye then, being evi’, know how to give good gifts unto 
your children, how much more shall your Father which 
is in heaven give good things to them that ask him 
Therefore, all things whatsoever yo would that men 
should do to you, do ye even se to them ; for this is the 
law and the prophets. 
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| pretation, as respects themselves, of the princi-| the reverse of this principle to be justice, or 


believe nothing. There is no posstble middle 
ground, on which you can place a single argu- 
ment, or lodge a single fact. If you believe 
the reverse of this principle, ! leave you to 
meditate on the ghosts of every sentiment 
that can impart joy; and of every principle 
which can inspire contidence. 

The sovereignty of God is sometimes, and 
by those who at least must be said to have 
some doubts of his mercy, brought forward as 
an objection to his being merciful. Itis exhi 
bited as a sovereign power, holding wisdom 
and goodness like trembling captives. And 
is more than insinuated, that because sovereigt 
power can, sovereign power may do that 
which, right or wrong, we have no other al 
These blasphemous 
doubts, insinuations and fears, have neithe 
reason or revelation for their support. The 
attributes ot Deity are all sovereign. And 
were the possibility of such an event reasona 
ble, and his atirtbutes separated, one from the 
other, mercy would be as likely to predomi 
nate as power, and wisdom as either. A person 
must be grossly ignorant of his Creator, what 
ever may be his other acquirements, who iu: 
one moment could suppose an .thsolute lijinit 
Being a subject of caprice, and swayed by 
one power, to the detriment of the other in 
finite qualities of his mind.—And this appears 
in its proper, though inconceivably horrid and 
impious light, when we reflect, that poor im- 
potent man is made che tenant of the hospital 
for lunatics, for the very reason which i- 
assigned by our modern system makers, for 
the inconsistency of their doctrines, and th: 
terrific fury of their gods. 








The attributes of God are revealed in, and are 
demonstrable from nature. 


‘©The heavens declare the glory of God, 
and the firmament showeth his handy work.” 
if we consider the power of God as manifested 
in nature, where shall we find words sufficient- 
ly expressive to define that power? and if we 
trace the Creator in the infinity of his works, 
and aid our conception by comparison, what 
must Ke our astonishment to find that this im- 
mense globe we inhabit, compared with the 
whole, and that whole circumscribed within 
the limits of even our finite capacities, is but 
as a drop in the ocean, or a grain of sand com- 
pared to the earth. If we admire the wisdom 
and skill of man, in constructing complicated 
and useful machinery, with what profundity 
of wonder and awful astonishment shall we 
raise our eyes, aud strain our conceptions te 
form even an imperfect idea of that inconceive- 
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bly vast machine, the universe ! whose smallest, There is an abundance of all that is necessary | generally supposed. The Deist professes tus 
wheels are globes, cogged with mountains,! to satisfy the wants of every living creature; disbelief in the scriptures, and denies the fact 
whose tops shooting upwards, would claim!and the wants and deprivations of a part, does of there being a revelation from heaven; and 
allinity with heaven, and whose bases rooted in| not proceed from the fact, that there is a defi- | strange to tell, there are millions who would re- 
the depths, would form the nadir to creation. |cency for the whole, but from the covetousness garda declaration to this effect with feelings bor- 
of those, who have heaped up more than they dering upon horror, whose practice would not 
‘can enjoy themselves; and the malice of others, only sanction theoretical Deism, but in many 
| who destroy the provision made by God for his| instances would disgrace the follower of the 
creatures, merely to gratify a depraved heart. | religion of nature, even when it is misunder- 

Wisdom and goodness are convertible terms; |stood and perverted. This is the strongest 
‘and folly and wickedness are convertible|feature of inconsistency of principle and 
terms. Therefore it is impossible to conceive | absurdity of practice that can be imagined; and 


The poles are pivots. And ignited suns 
Constrain the globes to move, the wheels to run. 
The grand impetus to the whole is giv'n, 

By Him who rules the earth, and reigns in heav'n 


Be ours the task, to wonder and adore ; 


Relieve—rejoice—for faith can do no more ; 
This God is ours ;—this wond’rous frame divine, 
Is of the whole a sketch, a brief outline. 


** Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 
it is high, | cannot attain unto it. Whither 
shall | go from thy spirit? Or whither shall I 
flee from thy presence’? If I ascend up into 
heaven, thou art there. If I make my bed in 
hell, behold, thow art there. If I take the 
wings of the morning, and dwell in the utter- 
most parts of the sea, even there shall thy 
hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold 
me.” 

Infinite wisdom has inscribed the goodness 
of God upon the page of time. And it is im- 
mutable, for it is copied from the annals of 
eternity. 

If we raise our eyes, we behold the Jon- 
eave arch of heaven studded with stars, ra- 
diant with suns, and refulgent with glory. If 
we look around us, the verdant earth, spread 
with a rich profusion, and affording a supply for 
every creature, meets our admiring eyes, and 
proclaims the power, wisdom, and goodness 
of the universal Father, the God of the whole 
earth. Nature is eloquent in praise; man 
alone withholds the tribute. Nature is lavish 
of her gifts; man is parsimonious. Nature 
makes provision for all; man restrains her 
bounty, abuses her presents, poisons her cu 
of blessings, and destroys himself. This may 
well be called human nature, or nature per- 
verted by man. This is the effect of finite 
impotence and folly. Reverse the picture, 
and the attributes of Deity are seen in the 
contrast. Almighty. power made provision, 

«Infinite wisdom suited it to the wants of the 
ereature. Unbounded goodness extended it to 
all his works. Wisdom and goodness cannot 
be separated; they are always with God, and 
wherever they are seen, they are emanations 
from him. 

A good man without wisdom, er a wise man 
without goodness, would be a greater phenome- 
non than has ever appeared in-the world. 
Wisdom and goodness have nothing negative in 
them. If wisdom consisted in refraining from 
folly, and goodness in inactivity, or abstaining 
from evil, astone would have the greatest | 
claims to wisdom and goodness. 
_ The almighty power of God is manifested | 
in creation, by the infinite activity of his) 
wisdom and goodness. And his unerring wis 

dom and unbounded goodness is manifested | 

wherever his power is exercised. To say| 
more than this, is impossible. To say less, | 
would be impious. And whenever his anak | 
ness is called in question, or his wendona 
doubted, in consequence of the occurrence of 

| 


what is sometimes called natural evil, it 
or unbelief of the questioner, is the only diffi-| 





amounts to demonstration, that the ignorance, 


oppressor, laying a foundation by excess for 


the sufferings, in either case, are rather a con- 


of the goodness of God as distinct from his 
wisdom, or his wisdom from his goodness. 
And his justice is but another name, for the 
harmony and union of the whole.—Men judge 
of cause from eflect, and predicate effects 
from their knowledge of causes; and their 
judgment in either case must be correct, or 
incorrect, in proportion to their knowledge of 
facts. In our judgment of the dealings of God 
with his creatures, there is need of faith in the 
fullest extent of the term; but a blind unrea- 
sonable acquiescence on the part of man to the 
will and ways of God, never was required. 

This alone would produce superstition and 
idolatry, and defeat every purpose which has 
any tendency to ameliorate the condition of 
man, and make him useful in society. ** God 
has never left himself without a witness;”’ it 
is the strange and unnatural spirit of perver- 
sion which has found a place in the head and 
heart of all the human race, which is the 
cause ; and unbelief, donbt and fear, are the 
consequence. Conceive of an earthly father’s 
making provision for his children, and doing 
it in a manner expressive of love and affection 
for them, and they blind to his character, deaf 
to his promises, and strangers to his purposes; 
believe himto be “a hard man,” and rob one 
another, until a part is unhappy from depriva- 
tion, and the rest from satiety, and the whole 
miserable ; and you have a picture in minia- 
ture of the great family of man, a history of 
their sufferings, and an investigation of their 
causes. 

Show me a poor wretch, suffering from de- 
privation and want, and | will show you his 





| 


sufferings as exquisite, and anguish as insup- 
portable. The law of nature is the law of God. 
He that infringes one, violates the other ; and 





sequence, than a penalty. Let it not be sup- 
posed that I am arguing the sufficiency of na- 
ture to teach man, independent of revelation; | 
this would be gross folly, when we see thou-| 
sands who will not learn from either. Lut I 
would lay the blame to man, rather than make | 
the declaration, that God has not manifested | 
himself in nature sufficiently plain, to satisfy | 
any being of his wisdom, power and goodness, | 
independent of all other testimony, did reason | 
govern that being altogether. ‘fo reve ‘se this | 
would be impious. And to the digrace of man, | 
he denies the testimony of all creation, and} 
even perverts the Revelation and word of} 
God himself. | 
sto 

The attributes of God are revealed in the Serip- 
tures of the Old and New Testaments. 


Although theoretical Atheism is hunted from | could 
e Christian world, by an almost universal) ! 
Deism is! 
culty; and that men * call good evil, and evil not unfashionable in theory, and with respect | ture 
good; light darkness, and darkness light.” {to practice, it is far more universal than is) pect 


th 


co-operation of all sects and parties, 


the conduct of men in the ordinary concerns 
of life is a perfect satire upon their religious 
principles and practice. ‘There never was a 
man in the possession of his mental faculties, 
who ever committed any crime which violated 
the laws of his country, without promising 
himself some signal profit or pleasure, and a 
prospect of eluding the law and its penalty, 
which amounted in the mind of the criminal to 
certainty. And there never was a man who 
believed the scriptures to be a revelation from 
heaven, and the denunciations against sin con- 
tained in them, to mean, in the fullest extent of 
the terms, endless misery, and that the conse- 
quence of committing sin. whoever would deli- 
berately transgress the law of God. The Deist, 
who doubts the genuineness, or disbelieves the 
authenticity of the Bible,is far more consistent, 
to say the least, than the man who professes to 
believe it, and in practice gives the lie to his 
profession. Should any person doubt the 
truth of these premises, | would refer him to 
the testimony of God himself, who has declar- 
ed, “| would thou wert cold or hot; and be- 
cause thou art not cold nor hot, | will spue 
thee out of my mouth.” This, independent 
of any other testimony, ought to be suflicient 
to convince any, and every person who pro- 
fesses to believe the scriptures to be a revela- 
tion from heaven, that this temporizing and 
dissimulating propensity, in things of such vast 
and momentous import as the eternal welfare 
of the soul of man, is deserving of condemna- 
tion, detestation, and abhorrence. 

If these premises are true, and I dare vouch 
for their correctness, there is a strong pre- 
sumption in favour of the fact, that mankind 
generally do not understand the scriptures, 
and consequently do not believe the truths 
contained in them. And when it is taken into 
consideration, that there are many who openly 
profess their doubts and disbelief, the propric- 
ty of demonstrating that they are a revelation 
from heaven, is placed in the strongest ligh*, 
and its necessity made obvious. 

We say the propriety of demonstrating, and 
we think it can be done. If no other evi- 
dence could be adduced, than that which is 
considered by men in 29 cases out of an 100 
as snficient, when their property is at stake, 
and which would, in the proper acceptation of 
the term, amount only to proof, it onght to he 
sufficient; but we will take higher ground, aud 
pledge ourselves (o mainiain it, 

Although the want of a special revelation 
from heaven on the part of man, to assist him 
in his knowledge of God his Creator, and the 
reasonable presumption that God would make 


‘every communication of himself to man which 


promote his welfare, or be necessary to 
sis happiness, would in the opinion of every 
easonable man amount to proof, that the scrip- 
s were a revelation from God to man, es- 
lly when it is considered that they con- 


r 
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fain rules and directions for every cucum 
stance and condition of life, in which it is possi- 
ble for man to be placed, whether prosperous 
or adverse; still, it is the part of a wise man 
to obtain all the evidence he can in every im- 
portant question which can effect only his 
temporal welfare, and it would be absurd were 
he to reject, or slight testimony relative to an 
event, which concerned him throughout the 
wasteless ages of eternity. 

In proving to a demonstration that the book 
called the Bible is a revelation from God, we 
shall confine ourselves principally to one fact, 
and its corresponding connexions. ‘The dis- 
persion of the people called Jews among all 
the nations of the earth, and their retaining 
their religion, manners and customs, is a fact so 
singular, as to have excited the surprise of 
men in every age, during a period of almost 
two thousand years. It is an effect which must 
have hada cause. And without that cause was 
foreign to human agency, and unproduced 
by human means, other nations would, by 
being placed in similar circumstances, have ex- 
perienced the same effects. It can be proved, 
that cause and consequence must take place, 
and one follow the other; and here we have a 
wonderful instance of an event, which soars 
above proof, and demands demonstration, even 
to account for that, which is too palpable to be 
denied, even by a skeptic. Let every thing 
which is considered by mankind as proof, be 
brought forward and put in one scale, and the 
evidence we shall produce in this case be put 
in the other, and its preponderance will be 
in proportion to its dissimilarity, and the effect 
will be the criterion to measure the magnitude 
of the cause. We say it amounts to demon- 
stration that there is a Creator, because there 
is the created; ‘* for nothing cannot be a 
cause.” And producing this effect, which has 





THE GOSPEL HERALD. 7 


Veist who has any regard for his reputation as io show the great necessity of his coming 
as aman of common sense, and possessed of into the world, both to preserve the angels in 
common reason, who will deny the antiquity, Ifeaven, and to effect the salvation of men 
of this prophecy relative to the Jews, other, upon earth. 

than by acknowledging the fact of their singu-| The Evangelist St. John informs us, he de- 
‘lar dispersion, with all the unaccountable cir- clared, that He that had seen Him, (the Lord 
‘cumstances attending it, relative to length of Jesus Christ) had scen the Father, chap. xiv. 
‘time, peculiarity of religious sentiment, and| 9th verse; and St. Paul declares, that in Him 
|the persecutions they have suffered; and decla- | dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily, 
iTing that the prophecy was- written afier the | Colossians, chap. ii. 9th verse. These are at 
|event took place. If this were admitted, it} once uniting the Trinity in one divine person, 
would by no means derogate from the merit! that of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

of the prediction, for it would be a prediction! ‘To belive in the Lord’s divine humanity is 
still; for they are willing, or are obliged by the first and most essential of all doctrines 

'the united voice and testimony of more than! And to live an humble life of mutual love and 
'50 generations of men, to acknowledge the charity, from the Lord, is the sum and sub- 
‘antiquity of this prophetic history, and are|stance of all his commandments, both to 
‘driven to the miserable subterfuge of declaring | angels in heaven and men upon earth. 

the probability of the history of any nation for! There is but one true and living God, in 
a short term of time, being their history ‘‘ad| whom is a divine Trinity of Father, Son, and 
| infinitun,” without any possibility of mistake,| Holy Ghost: and the Lord and Saviour Jesus 
‘error, or incorrectness. Christ is that only God in his divine humanity, 
| It is astonishing, to examine the writings of Creator from eternity, Redeemer in time, and 
distinguished Deists, to observe the evidence | Regenerator for evermore; whose divinity i: 
and testimony they receive on other subjects,|the Father, whose humanity is the Son, and 
and their readiness to attach implicit credit to! whose operation is the Holy Ghost; and con 

these; and coutrast this evidence and testimony | sequently, who is the only object of all Chris 

— this irresistible and demonstrable truth, | tian worship anc adoration; and to whom alone 
which they with so much pertinacity deny.|we ought to ascribe all glory and dominion for 
This one fact, independent of any thing else, is!ever and ever. Amen. 
;more than sufficient to destroy all their objec- 
tions, and stamp them with inconsistency, ab- 
surdity, and folly. It therefore follows as a 
consequence, that wherever there is a Jew, 
there is an incontrovertible evidence in favour 
of the truth of the declaration, that ‘ the 
scriptures of the Old and New Testament are 
arevelation from heaven.’ That similar causes 
which to our conception may appear human, 
will not account for the dispersion of the Jews, 
one case remarkably similar will be sufficient to 
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Witttam Powwnacu. 

New-York, April 17th, 1820. 

Our correspondent’s remark, that Christ 
came ‘‘ both to preserve the angels in Heaven, 
and to effect the salvation of men upon earth,” 
leads tothe conjecture, that he has adopted 
the opinion which for some time has obtained 
credit with a few, *‘ that there are no angels 
in heaven, but what were once men upon 
earth.” .In Genesis iii. chap. 24th verse, we 
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astonished mankind for so many ages, we prove. The same power, that of Rome, which 
demand the cause; a cause, equal to the|destroyed the city of Jerusalem, destroyed 
effect. and rest the matter upon this simple | Carthage ; and the destruction of the latter 
question, whether, an effect which required was as effectual as that of the former; although 
a supernatural cause, foreign to human agency, | the distress of the Jews was heightened by the 
and superior to the effect, could have been! length of the siege, and their intestine divi- 
predicted by a creature, or being inferior to sions, yet the ruin of the two cities, as places 
the effect. iconvenient for residence, was similar. And 

‘It is impossible for a thing to be, and have | strange to relate, Jerusalem is inhabited to this 
an existence, and not to be, and have no exist- day by strangers; and Carthage has scarce a) 
ence at the same time.” - This is a truth, or | stone left, to tell where it stood. And,! 
axiom so plain, that no man can deny it. Ii is) stranger still, the Jews are here—there—and | 
impossible. And it is equally impossible for an everywhere. The Carthagisians—where are | 
interior finite being to foreknow and predict they? and their posterity, have they continued 
a superior, infinite effect; and that must be|until this day 3 Where are the mighty armies 
infinite, which is not finite ; and God being in-;who deluged Sicily, threatened Rome with 
finite, and there being only Infinite and finite,|destruction, and the terror of whose name 
or Creator and created, whatever is superior | made the surrounding nations tremble ? Where 








read, that when God drove Adam out of the 
garden of Eden, he placed * cherubims and a 
flaming sword, which turned every way to 
keep the tree of life.” Were these cheru- 
bims angels? and if they were, who were 
their prototypes ?— 


_—»— 


The following extract, from the Rev. Dr. 
M:Leod’s Lectures, page 455, is in a style and 
manner, which makes comment unnecessary. 
‘*Go thou and do likewise.” 

“ The Son of God neither condemns, nor 
justifies by halves. Let the advocates of an 
atonement which does not expiate, or of an ex- 


piation which does not redeem,or of a redemption 


to created, must belong to, and proceed from 
the Creator. 

We know of no absolute necessity, why the 
Jews should have been dispersed and scattered 


the hosts, who manned the fleets, which! Which does not seve the sou/, amuse themselves 
icovered the waters of the Mediterranean, and | in tearing asunder the seamless robe of the 
threatened Italy with subjugation and cen- | mediatory righteousness; the scriptures still 
quest ? "They are gone.—Not one solitary indi- | teack, that fe who spared not his own Son, but 


lare 





among all the nations of the earth, much less! vidual can be found to lend his support to the) 
that they should retain their religion, manners /|tottering temple of infidelity, or countenance 
and customs, and their national identity for so! the infidel in kis sacriligious war. 

many ages. But we feel the absolute necessity | (To be continued.) 

of the trath of that prediction, which for) —— 

nearly two thousand years has pursued them) Communication. 

to the four quarters of the globe, and declared | 
the history in the most minute respects of many sincere professors of the Christian reli-| 


nearly a hundred generations of men, before|gion are divided in the worship of the only |v 


they had an existence; and that history, pre-/ one, true, and living God. 

dicted in terms altogether dissimilar from the| In many parts of the four Evangelists our 
common, and with their exception, from the|blessed Lord endeavours to explain himself, 
universal history of mankind. There is not a! and to inform us, whe and what He is, as well 


\ 
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It ismuch to be lamented, that the ideas of nc 


delivered him up to the death for us all, will 

with him also frecly give us all things!” 

-_———» +o 

The wisdom of this world, or human consistency 
and agreement. 

“Tf these things are of mer, they shall come to 

yught.”— Scripture. 

Ca'vinism.—** If God really intended the sal- 

vation of all men; then no man can perish. 

For the counsel of the Lord standeth forever. 

Psalm xxiii. 11. [ff Christ died for all, and all 

are not saved, the purposes of his death are 

in many instances frustrated, and he shed his 


Seal 
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precious blood im vain. ‘bo suppose this, 
would be derogatory to the infinite perfection: 
of the great Redeemer. Theretore, he did 
_not die for all, and all for whom he died will 
certainly be saved.” 

Hopkinsianism, refined.—* The atonement 
of Christ is adapted to all, and sutiicient for 


all, and irrespective of the divine purpose as 


to its application,* made as much for one man 
as another.” 

Revelation. —* Ie is the propitiation for our 
sins; and not for owrs only, but for the sins of 
the whole world.” 

antijee 
TRAITS OF CHRISTIAN CHARACTER. 
Selected. 


Man by the fall is become an enemy to him- 
self; that creature which loves itself wii: 
care, and cannot support the lingering tormcut 
of its own society. Deprived of its true and 
sovereign object, it feels nothing within itself, 
but an immense void, and inexhaustible fund 
of misery. ‘The mind is continually agitated 
like a tempestuous ocean with trifling ideas, 
wandering imaginations and incongruous phan- 
toms. The heart is torn to pieces by false 
fears, false hopes, and yet falser loves. All 
the efforts man makes abroad to amuse and 
please himself, are to hinder him from feeling 
this mighty void within. So soon as he turns 
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what is to come, and do not know how to enjoy joi @ third; and Unis as generally apphed te 
the actual moment in the divine presence as| Christ, as interceding with the Father for 
the best and properest that could befall them,|sinners. Isaiah 53, 12, it is said, “ He bare 
_since all is ordered and regulated by unerring | the sin of many, and made intercession for the 
wisdom and paternal goodness. | transressors.” In S5Yth chapter, 16th verse 
 Persuaded that God alone can enlighten the |‘ And he saw that there was no man, and 
‘understanding and change the heart, he tole-;| wondered that there wes no intercessor; there 
rates all men, as God tolerates them; and yet/fore his arm brought salvation unto him; and 
without deeming all indiflerent, doubtful or) bis righteousness it sustained him.’’ Hebrew 
lawful. Filled with one desire, one object, and| 7, 25, * therefore he is able also to save them 
one love; he reduces all his speculations, ito the uttermost, that come unto God by him, 
studies, and sciences, to one great principle, |seeing he ever hveth to make intercession for 
which is the knowledge and love of eternal/ them.” Christ bore the sin of many when on 
‘order. the cross, and there made intercession, saying, 
‘The sovereign love of justice produces in|‘* Father, forgive them, for they know not what 
/him all noble setiments and heroic virtues. 'they do.” At that time he ** saw there was no 
ile gives not only to every man his due; but intercessor, therefore his arm brought salva- 
he sacrifices himself, and divests himself of all,|tion unto him.” ‘lo intercede is to save: 
| When the love of justice demands it. He does | intercession and salvation, therefore, are con. 
‘not look upon himself as an independent being) vertible terms when applied to Christ. To 
made for himself alone; but as a member of|deny this, is to deny his power. To say that 
that universal republic of which God is the/|he did not intercede for only a part, is to make 
common head and father. He fulfils thereby | that part, for whom he did not intercede, with- 
the laws of nature and nations, prefers always|out sin, and consequently not needing any 
public to private interest, and never seeks his intercession, for the declaration is that he 
particular good, but in the general good of the | made intercession for the transgressors. Again. 
whole, or in so far as it is compatible with read the testimony of Paul; ** Wherefore he is 
ithe laws of eternal order. He loves his able also to save them to the uttermost that 
family more than himself, his country more! come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth 





| than his family, human kind more than his coun- to make intercession for them.” For whom 


‘try, the totality of beings more than the human us. for transgressors. { will ceclure the 


himself to his infinite object, he begins to re- | species; and the Being of beings more than all decree; the Lord hath said wnic ine, thou ert mu 


econcile himself. Cured of wild ambition, im-| his creatures. In whatever state he is, there- | Son, this vay have I begotten thee. visk of me. end 


pure lust, cruel hatred, dire vengeance, im- 
petuous wrath, black envy, tormenting jealousy; 
freed from all the irascible and concupiscible 
passions, feels inward peace, serenity, and joy. 
By degrees the noise of sense and imagination 
cease, as does the tumult of false reasoning, 
the enchantments of passion, the itch of curi- 
osity, and all the inquietudes of selt-love The 
soul enters by little and little into the spiritual 
rest and sabbath of the Lord; where in imita- 
tion of its supreme original, external activity 
does not hinder repose within. What can dis- 
turb the peace of a soul, that quietly receives 
from the hands of God every thing that hap- 
pens; that adores the intinite power, wisdom, 
and goodness which orders or permits all hu- 
man events; that looks upon life asa dream, 
the earth as an exile, heaven as its country, and 
the infinite being as its only object; that lives 
continually in the divine presence, while it 
breathes, desires, and loves nothing but the 


/ 


| with he is content, knowing that all is regulated / siuli eive thee the heuthe i for thine inheritance 


| by the laws of eternal wisdom and goodness. land the uttermost parts of the earth for thy pos- 
|He envies no man, covets nothing; jealousy: sessiin. He shull le feared as long as the sun 
has no empire over his soul. He sees in others ond moon endure, throvehout all genneniiions 
talents, virtues, and perfections, honours, He shall have dominion also from sea to see . 1d 
riches, temporal and intellectual advantages, from the river unto the ends of th senile al 
with pleasure, complacency and joy, as if he kings shall fall dowa besore hime ho shell ah Ne am 
possessed them himself; because he looks upon their soul from deceit and violence: His name 
all as the wise dispensations ‘of an unerring sha‘! endure forever; men shall be blessed in reg 
wisdom, that regulates all with number, weight | ° senile . 
and measure. He loves the employment that | An Important Question. 

providence has given him, and strives therein, The Scriptures declare, he that believeth 
to excel, by all the means that are conforma-jshall be saved; and he that believeth not. 
ble to justice. If he be a kingor a prince, he shall be damned. If this damnation which is 
exerts the duties of that station without affect-| here spoken of, mean * endless misery,” what 
ing the virtues of a retired and obscure life | construction will you put upon the declaration 
If he is a statesman or a magistrate, he founds| that God hath concluded all in unbelief. tha: 
all his politics upon justice; and pursues his| He might have mercy upon ALL? P 
ends without the low, vulgar artifices of Ale Rel 
little mind. If he be a general of an army or| ““” 
asoldier, he looks upon himself as the execu-| 


uke a wise man, and he will love you.” 





To all whom it may concern. 
The word damnation occurs but ten times 


accomplishment of the divine will in all things ’ tor of divine justice by war; but he banishes| : . 
Prosperity cannot elevate such a man, nor ad-| all private views, false glory, unbridled ambi- | in the whole scriptures of the Old and New 


versity crush him. He makes use of the one |tion, barbarous cruelty and unjust exactions. | a, the ps rah three 
mes. ule the word ! N is men 


to show his beneficence, and of the other io) His courage is invincible, because he looks | 


give an example of patience. | 

Hence Christianity is the true road to happi- 
ness in this life, as well as in the next; because 
it produces in us not the Stoic apathy, which 
is impossible, and would be inhuman; but a 

rfect submission to the divine will. The 
Christian philosopher regulates his passions, 
but he is not insens:ble; he vanquishes them, 
but he feels them. ‘True virtue rectifies na- 
ture without destroying it. 

Hence all those who do not feel this peace 
of mind, inward serenity, and joy in the Holy 
Ghost, are yet novices in the spiritual life, or 
unfaithful to the divine inspirations. They 
torment themselves with vain reflections upon 
what is past, with anxious precautions about 





* «If they are not elected, they will indeed perish ; 


upon life as a dream, and rejoices when provi- | 


dence orders him to quit this dark prison of 
flesh, and tragical theatre of life, by the noble 
sacrifice of himself for his country. If he is 
preferred to ecclesiastical employments, he 
looks upon himself as a physician of souls, and 
endeavours to cure their errors and vices, not 
by authority, which overpowers without con- 
viction, but by soft persuasion, which gains the 
heart. If he be born in a state of dependence, 
he is content with his humiliation, indigence 
and poverty. In short, in whatever state he is, 
he tulfils all the duties of it as other men do, 
but from a nobler and purer principle. 
— 
Remarks on the intercession of Christ. 


By intercession is generally understood, one 





and a part are elected.” 


person’s using entreaties to a second, on behalf 


‘tioned ONE HUNDRED AND SEVENTY 
times !! 

N. B. How many times are the words dam 
nation, and damned, mentioned in one sermon 
—>— 

T'o Subscribers. 

Those of our subscribers who change their place of res. 
lence on Monday next, May Ist, and whohave not notitic:! 
the carrier of this paper of their intention to remove, a1 
respectfully requested to send the number of theirnew res:- 
dence, and the nume of the street, in writing, to the office 95 

Gold St. or to 454 Pearl St. early the ensuing week. 
To Correspondents. . 

All Communications forwarded the Editor per mail, to be 
published in this paper, must be * post paid.” City corres- 
pondents are informed, thata letter box is placed at the en- 
trance of the ollice of the Gospel Herald,.95 Gold Street, for 
the reception of their communications. 
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